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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants' arguments see page 8, lines 5-7, filed 1 3 December 2005, with 
respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 46-48 under US 5,502,308 (Wong) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US 
5,874,737 (Bytyn et al.). 



2. Applicants' arguments see page 8, lines 16-26 through page 12, lines 1-27, filed 
13 December 2005, with respect to claims 46 and 55 have been fully considered and 
are persuasive. The 112 1^* paragraph rejections of claims 46-61 have been withdrawn. 
Applicants should, however, amend the specification to provide clarity to specification 
regarding the housing/gas sensor 18. Specifically, with regards to applicants' argument 
regarding claim 46, the applicants argue that the gas sensor (18) defines an internal 
sensing region with at least a first opening for an inflow of gas, however, reference 
numeral 18 and the term housing are not associated with a structure that performs this 
function. The specification recites seven instances in which reference numeral 18 
appears within the specification, only one, i.e. the fifth occurrence, is the term "gas 
sensor" associated with reference numeral 18. All other occurrences of the numeral 18 
refer to a housing. Given that applicants are relying on claim terminology that is not 
common to the specification, the examiner argues that greater attention to identifying 
the housing (18) as a gas sensor is needed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 46-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
5,874,737 (Bytyn et a!.). 

With respect to the limitations of claim 46, the reference to Bytyn et al. discloses 
a gas analyzer (20), comprising: a housing (2); a gas sensor (21) carried by the 
housing (2), the sensor defining an internal sensing region, as shown in Figure 3, with at 
least a first opening (22) for an inflow of gas carrying fluid, col. 5, lines 22-29; and a first, 
metal condenser/mesh (14) with openings therethrough, the mesh is carried in the 
housing (2) adjacent to the sensor (21) with the first and second openings aligned for a 
fluid inflow from outside of the housing (2) into the sensing region , the inflow of fluid 
spreading through the sensing region by diffusion, col. 5, lines 26-29 and 42-44. With 
respect to the terni "condenser", the mesh (14) disclosed within Bytyn et al. perfomis 
the same function of the condenser as recited in the claim. 

With respect to the limitations of claim 47, the reference to Bytyn et al. discloses 
a first filter (16) carried by a top cover (10) of the housing (2). the filter (16) overlaying at 
least some of the second openings in the condenser/mesh (14). 

With respect to the limitation of claim 48, the reference to Bytyn et al. discloses, 
as shown in Figures 2a-2c, that the filter (16), the condenser/mesh (14), and the 
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sensing region are arranged in a stacked relationsliip along a line corresponding to a 
direction of fluid flow, col. 5, lines 42-44. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 55-63 are allowed. 

6. Claims 49-54 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The prior art to US 5,879,631 (Wewers et al.) discloses a gas detection system 
comprising a gas detection sensor (2) having a perforated housing, two screens (24a, 
24b) enclosing a first molecular sieve material (25) and a second molecular sieve 
material (27), and a gas sensing region (18a) located within the housing. The gas 
sensor (2) is placed within an enclosure (12). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel S. Larkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2198. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon-Fri. 



Application/Control Number: 10/701,036 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2856 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Larkin 
AU 2856 

28 December 2005 
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